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INTERROGATION OF 


WATSUOKA, Yosuke. 


Dete ana Time: 15 March 1946, 1400 -- 1620 hours. 


Present : MATSUOKA, Yosuke 
Lt. Comar. John D. Shea, USNR, Interrogator 
Miss Clera B. Knapp, Stenogrepher 


Place: SUGAMO Prison, Tokyo, Japan 


Interrogation coniucted in English. 
Questions by Cmir. Shea. 
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Q “hen you became For-ign Minist>r, someone took tho initiative 
to suggest thet the Triperty Allience de ortered into. Is that 
correct? 


h. LEG. 


Q. ‘who took the initistive in t-is case, as far as your govern 
ment was concern7d? 


‘A. hon the second KONOYE Cobin-t wae ty be formed, it wes ; 
agroed upon batween Premier KONOYE, my#-1f, General TOJO —~ the 
War Minister. 

Q. “ Goneral TOJO was Yer Minister? 


A. Yes, and Aimirel YOSHID4, Minist r of the Navy, th:t we 
should estatlish closer relations with Germany. 
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4, Oh, I see, at the time conversations were takin’ plece con- 
cerni’g the formation of this Prince KOs OYE Cabin>t? 
A. S-cond Prince 7ONOY2 Cabinet, 
Q. The ome in which you ‘ec ™ foreign Minister? 
ys Yas. 


q. It was oroviously deciled thet ection should te taken -~ 
will you rapeat tht arcain? --- to bring about closer relations with 
Germany? 


-le- 
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A. Of draving us closer to Germany. 


Q. L-t us sey then a vroponad plan of how to draw Jaden closer 
to cooderetion with Germany. 


A. To entcr into sore sort of agreement, but it doesn't nention 
any sort of alliance, much loss a military alliance. 


& How, can you sey upon whose suggestion these two gentlencn 
made tris dratt? 


A. Well, I t‘irk they were directed by the Ministor of the 
Navy end Minist»r of War. 


Gj. Oh, I see, they wore not themselves eith:r th: Minist>r of 
‘Yar or Nevy. 


A. Th-> were direct.d by thair superiors. 
Q. “ere ou resent when tris first draft was submitted? 


A. Yos, it was handed to mo through, I think th» cpicf of the 
Dur-an in cherge of those affeirs, ant throush the tice Minister. 


Q. In any ovent, this ireft cema to you through tho military 
momb rs of th» cabin t? 


A. fos. 
G. Now, did you oxeamine this draft? 
a. I oxamined it. I took many jays. 


& To you recall nov wht, in subs ance, ves >> natur> of it? 


A. It was sudstenc> of, woll e11 I can ear is tit it was to 
ont-r into an egreon-nt drawing Japan closer to “-rmeny, but 
not in alliance on any militery arrangemont. That is alll 
can.sat. So, efter stulying the jireft I began ay questions to 
Germany 2n* then Stahmor ceo am ve discussed it. 


° Oh, I seo, Now, can you remombor any singlo pert cf this. 
dreft, so thet you could: olaborrte on tho thoory ‘>t least, thet 
these peovle hel? To tring close is so relatives a berm de 
heve no un: PRESS hata was meant by it. . 

A. At'thie deta, I aon ‘206b4Lo ct any pertiouler articins on |! 
tha subject. to: f 


et 


— > « 
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A. Thoy were includad, 


@ No. Did thie gon-ral ond this s4mirel from tho wer and Navy 
Deprrtmonts, did they prosent this proposed dreft or ogreemont 
with Germeny bofore the cabin t wes ectually formed, or »ftor-- 
words? 


A. Thet ves sometime after tho cabinot was formed. 


Q. #8 there eny indication in this conferance *efere tho cabinst 
vas formod, thet the military wero going t? meke sush a proposel 
to the Cobinet when it was formcd? 


A. io, they nower informed us. 


& Was it not conniderad a bit wmsuel thet th: ver ond Navy 
Minist-re should sond other partie to the enbin-t to ropra- 
gent a iesire end a draft of this type. 


4. wo, in those days the chiof of the bureau concerned with 
the oerticular affeir in mini --- h> was constantl; in confoer- 
ence with these men. 


Q. Now, Gon ral TOJO was the Ministor of War in that cebinet? 


A. You. 
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